
About the Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC)
Since 1968, the Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC), formerly the Elementary and Secondary School Survey, has collected data on key education and civil rights issues in our nation's public schools for use by the Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) in its enforcement and monitoring efforts, by other Department offices and federal agencies, and by policymakers and researchers outside of the Department.  The CRDC collects information about school characteristics and about programs, services and outcomes for students. Most student data is disaggregated by race/ethnicity, sex, limited English proficiency and disability. Data from the 2000, 2004, 2006, and Part 1 of the 2009-10 collections are available on this site.
The CRDC has generally been collected biennially from school districts in each of the 50 states plus the District of Columbia. Data is collected for each school in the districts included in the survey.  For the first time, the CRDC for SY 2009-10 was collected in two parts. Part 1 is “snapshot” data and Part 2 (which will be available in Fall 2011) is cumulative and end-of-year data. The 2009-10 CRDC contains information on about 7,000 school districts and over 72,000 schools in those districts.  

About the CRDC Data

Every effort is made to ensure CRDC data is an accurate and comprehensive depiction of student access to educational opportunities in sampled school districts.  The submission system includes a series of embedded edit checks to ensure data errors are corrected before the district submits its data.  Additionally, each district is required to certify the accuracy of their submission.  Only a district superintendent, or the superintendent’s designee, may certify the CRDC submission.  Ultimately, the quality of the CRDC data depends on accurate collection and reporting by the participating districts.
In some limited circumstances, data that would have otherwise been included in Part 1 of the 2009-10 CRDC were not included with the rest of the Part 1 release.  Those data are marked with an asterisk (*) and a footnote appears stating “* These data will be available when the data from Part 2 of the 2009-2010 CRDC are released.”  Less than 1/10 of 1% of the 2009-10 CRDC dataset was not included in Part 1.  
The following caveats should be considered when analyzing the data.  Questions on the CRDC specifically request information regarding student, class, or incident counts.  CRDC training materials provide guidance for districts in reporting the appropriate data to respond to the collection.  Users should be aware that outliers in the dataset may be a function of districts mis-reporting data.  For example, outliers in the data on single-sex classes may be reporting the number of students enrolled in single-sex classes rather than the number of single-sex classes.  Additionally, the submission system does not accept decimal or fractional numbers with the exception of full-time equivalent (FTE) data.  Users should exercise caution when analyzing outliers as districts may have inadvertently thought they were including a decimal point in reporting their CRDC submission. Finally, for schools with grades 7 or 8, users should be aware that there may be advanced math (beyond Algebra 1) and science courses offered where no information on the number of students enrolled in these classes is reported.  The 2009-10 CRDC presented questions regarding the number of advanced math and science classes offered to middle schools and high schools that included at least one of the grades 7 through 12.  However, due to a data collection tool error, information regarding the count of students enrolled in these advanced mathematics courses was only collected for schools that included at least one of the grades 9 through 12. 
Users will also note that for the 2009-10 CRDC, there are districts reporting two different sets of race and ethnicity categories.  All school districts were able to choose to report data by the traditional five race and ethnicity categories (Hispanic, White, Black/African-American, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaska Native).  Districts that met all of the requirements of the Department’s 2007 Final Guidance on Collecting, Maintaining and Reporting Data on Race and Ethnicity had the option of reporting data using the seven race and ethnicity categories (Hispanic/Latino, White, Black/African-American, Asian, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, American Indian/Alaska Native, and Two or More Races).  Every school within a district must report using the same set of five or seven race and ethnicity categories.  For more information on the Department’s 2007 guidance, please visit http://www2.ed.gov/policy/rschstat/guid/raceethnicity/index.html.
Data from Part 1 of the 2009-10 CRDC is currently available on the website at http://ocrdata.ed.gov. Data collected through Part 2 will be available in the fall of 2011. A flat-file version of Part 1 of the 2009-10 CRDC in a privacy-protected format is available on CD-ROM in Excel workbook format.  To request a copy, please complete the attached form and email it as an attachment to ocrdata@ed.gov with the subject heading “CRDC Flat-File Request.”
CRDC Sample

For 2000, the Department surveyed all the nation’s school districts.  For 2004, 2006, and 2009-10, the Department used a rolling stratified sample procedure to select districts for the survey; this procedure facilitates state and national projections of survey data.  

The Department uses the Common Core of Data database maintained by the Department’s National Center for Education Statistics as the universe from which the sample is drawn.  A representative sampling ensures a balance between five different sizes of school districts: 1-300 students; 301-1,500 students; 1,501-3,000 students; 3,001-5,000 students; and 5,001-25,000 students.  Districts in a particular size "strata" in some states may have a higher probability of being sampled frequently, in order to provide appropriate data in each size stratum to ensure a representative, accurate set of statewide projections.  
Additionally, the following types of districts are sampled with every survey cycle: districts having more than 25,000 students; districts in states having 25 or fewer public school districts; and districts currently or recently subject to a federal court order and monitored by the U.S. Department of Justice.  The 2009-10 CRDC sampled all districts having more than 3,000 students and included state-operated facilities for students who are deaf or blind, and state-operated long-term secure juvenile justice facilities and boot camps.

State and National Projections

State and national projections, for 2000, 2004, and 2006 are available as a download from this Flexible Tables Web Site.  The projections are estimations of state and national data based upon the data collected from sampled districts. Documentation is available from OCR that describes the procedures used for the projections.  

About OCR 

OCR enforces federal civil rights laws that prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, and age in programs that receive federal financial assistance from the Department of Education.
  OCR promptly investigates complaints alleging discrimination and determines whether the civil rights laws and regulations have been violated.  OCR also initiates compliance reviews to focus on specific civil rights compliance problems in education that are particularly acute or national in scope.  In addition, OCR also issues policy guidance and provides technical assistance to educational institutions, parents, students, and others. 

The CRDC data are collected pursuant to the 1980 Department of Education Organization Act and 34 C.F.R. Section 100.6(b) of the Department of Education regulation implementing Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The requirements are also incorporated by reference in Department regulations implementing Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975. 

Contact information 
If you have any comments or questions concerning the use of CRDC data or suggestions to improve the user-friendliness of this site, please write to:  

CRDC Survey Coordinator 
Office for Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue S.W. 
Room 4E318 
Washington, D.C. 20202-1172 

Or email ocrdata@ed.gov
For more information about OCR please contact our Customer Service office: 

1-800-421-3481

1-877-521-2172 TTY
OCR@ed.gov 

Or visit our Web site at: http://www.ed.gov/ocr. 

REQUEST FOR FLAT-FILE FORMAT OF

CIVIL RIGHTS DATA COLLECTION DATA

Since 1968, the Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC), formerly the Elementary and Secondary School Survey, has collected data on key education and civil rights issues in our nation's public schools for use by the Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) in its enforcement and monitoring efforts, by other Department offices and federal agencies, and by policymakers and researchers outside of the Department.  The data is collected in an aggregated format at the school and district level. The CRDC does not collect personally identifiable information (e.g., student’s name, social security number, date of birth).
The data from this survey are published on the Internet and available for public use.  OCR has applied various personal privacy protection techniques to this public-use data to protect against potential disclosure of individually identifiable data.  In order to facilitate use of these data by members of the public who are interested in a more in-depth analysis, OCR will provide, upon request, a flat-file version of the suppressed data from Part 1 of the 2009-10 CRDC that can be uploaded for use with most statistical software packages.  Please fill out the attached form to request this flat-file version of the data.

To help prevent the CRDC from being used to identify any individuals, OCR requires that all users of the CRDC data agree that they will:

· Make no use of the identity of any person discovered inadvertently, and advise OCR via email at ocrdata@ed.gov of any such discovery.

· Not link this dataset with individually identifiable data from other datasets.

REQUEST FOR FLAT-FILE FORMAT OF

CIVIL RIGHTS DATA COLLECTION DATA

Name of Applicant ______________________________________________________

Organization/Employer __________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Phone # ____________________________________

E-mail address _______________________________

I, ______________________________________, agree that, when using a flat-file version of the Civil Rights Data Collection data, I will – 

1. Make no use of the identity of any person discovered inadvertently, and advise OCR via email at ocrdata@ed.gov of any such discovery.

2. Not link this dataset with individually identifiable data from other datasets.

____________________________________

(Signature)

The completed request form should be emailed to ocrdata@ed.gov or mailed to:

U.S. Department of Education

Office for Civil Rights

LBJ

400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 

Room 4E318

Washington, D.C. 20202

ATTN:  CRDC Survey Coordinator
� These laws are: Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, and national origin), Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (prohibiting sex discrimination in education programs), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (prohibiting disability discrimination), Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (prohibiting age discrimination), and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (prohibiting disability discrimination by public entities, whether or not they receive federal financial assistance).  OCR also enforces the Boy Scouts of America Equal Opportunity Act, enacted in 2002.  This law addresses equal access for the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups to meet in public schools that receive federal funds from the Department. 
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